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have faced hardship and health con-
sequences in the aftermath of the at-
tacks. 

Today, we have achieved a great vic-
tory—but it must only be a first step to 
make sure those that gave so much on 
that terrible day are not forgotten and 
receive the help they deserve. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California is recognized. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to a period of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak for up to 10 minutes each, and 
that the following Senators be recog-
nized in the following order: Senator 
SHELBY, 3 minutes; Senators FEINSTEIN 
and FEINGOLD, 10 minutes total; Sen-
ator BUNNING, 15 minutes; and Senator 
SCHUMER, 15 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Washington is rec-
ognized. 

f 

THANKING STAFF 

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, 
before the Senator proceeds, I wish to 
take a minute and thank all of our 
staffs who worked tremendously hard 
to get this bill to the floor, the staff on 
the Appropriations Committee, Sen-
ator BYRD’s personal staff—many Mem-
bers worked very hard, along with 
their staff members but particularly 
those people who sit in the back row 
back there and are not recognized who 
stay up very late to get this to all of 
us. To all of our floor staff, I say thank 
you for your tremendous work in get-
ting us to this point. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alabama is recognized. 

f 

SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. SHELBY. Madam President, in 
passing this emergency supplemental 
appropriations bill this afternoon, the 
Democratic-controlled Senate has sent 
a message—one that the war is lost, 
that we have given up, and that we 
have no hope of victory. 

Today, we have also put an arbitrary 
deadline on our military. I believe it is 
unequivocally wrong to do this, the 
wrong message at exactly the wrong 
time. I believe we must give our troops 
the opportunity to win. We cannot tie 
the hands of our commanders on the 
ground. We cannot have 535 generals 
micromanaging the war from the Halls 
of Congress. 

This war is a test of wills. Our defeat-
ist message states that today our will 
has been broken. This is not the mes-
sage we want our enemy to hear. Our 
actions in the Senate have con-
sequences. I believe we have just sent a 
message—the wrong message—that our 
efforts were not enough. We have sent 

a message that the enemy has won. I 
believe we have sent a message of sur-
render, a message of submission, a mes-
sage of failure. And this message was 
not just sent to those fighting against 
us in Iraq, it reverberates around the 
globe. Today, I believe the Senate has 
illustrated raw partisan politics at its 
worst. 

I believe the American people deserve 
better. Our troops deserve better. Our 
Armed Forces need the support of the 
people—us—who sent them into a war 
zone, not partisan politics. They need 
the time to succeed, not a timetable 
for retreat. 

George Orwell once said: The 
quickest way to end a war is to lose it. 
Yes, the quickest way to end the war is 
to lose it. With today’s vote, we are 
well on our way. Yet fortunately, for 
our troops, the President will veto this 
bill, and Congress will have enough 
votes to sustain it. 

In the coming weeks, when Congress 
crafts a new supplemental appropria-
tions bill, I believe we must not use the 
same narrow-minded approach. We 
must not send another message of de-
feat, of surrender. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from California is recognized. 
f 

CAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE PARITY 
ACT 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Madam President, 
on April 17, just over a week ago, I 
rose, along with the Senator from Wis-
consin, Senator FEINGOLD, to ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate take up 
and adopt S. 223, which was reported 
unanimously by the Rules Committee 
on March 28. Senator ALEXANDER ob-
jected on behalf of a Republican Sen-
ator. As a result, the bill remains in 
limbo. To this date, that Republican 
Senator has declined to come forward 
to say why the bill should not become 
law. 

This is such a simple, direct bill with 
respect to transparency. It is an idea 
whose time has long come. It is very 
hard for us to understand who could op-
pose this good government bill and 
what their reason for opposing it could 
be. 

After last week’s roadblock halted 
passage, the minority leader’s spokes-
man told the Washington Post: 

Senators are now reviewing the bill in an-
ticipation of legislative action. 

We would hope that review is com-
plete. We could now get down to busi-
ness and today, by unanimous consent, 
just as we did in the Rules Committee, 
pass this bill, send it to the House, and 
have it become law. At our hearing on 
March 14 and our markup on March 28, 
it was clear there was no public opposi-
tion whatsoever to this bill. It is really 
time for the Senate to act. 

The bill is titled the ‘‘Senate Cam-
paign Disclosure Parity Act.’’ It is 
sponsored by Senators FEINGOLD and 
COCHRAN and 33 additional Senators. It 
would simply require that the Senate 

campaign finance reports be filed elec-
tronically rather than in paper format, 
just as everyone else is doing now. 

Currently, House candidates, Presi-
dential candidates, political action 
committees, and party committees are 
all required to file electronically. And 
they do. But Senators, Senate can-
didates, authorized campaign commit-
tees, and the Democratic and Repub-
lican senatorial campaign committees 
are exempt. As a result, we have a 
cumbersome system in which paper 
copies of disclosure reports are filed 
with the Senate Office of Public 
Records, which scans them to make an 
electronic copy and sends the copy to 
the FEC on a dedicated communica-
tions line. The FEC then prints the re-
port and sends it to the vendor in Fred-
ericksburg, VA, where the information 
is keyed in by hand and then trans-
ferred back to the FEC database at a 
cost of approximately $250,000 to the 
taxpayers. This is $250,000 which is 
needlessly spent to continue an archaic 
system. It is long past time to bring 
the Senate into the modern era. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to let this bill go today. 

I yield the floor to the author of the 
bill, the distinguished Senator from 
Wisconsin. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wisconsin is recognized. 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Madam President, I 
certainly thank the Senator from Cali-
fornia, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, once again for 
being so committed to getting this bill 
passed. It has been, as she said, over a 
week since we came to the floor to try 
to get the Senate to pass the Senate 
Campaign Parity Act. 

Last Tuesday, the senior Senator 
from Tennessee objected ‘‘on behalf of 
a Republican Senator.’’ Now we have 
waited to hear from that Senator, who-
ever he or she is, about his or her con-
cerns about the bill. So far, not a word. 
It would not take very long to review 
this bill. It is very simple. 

In fact, it seems as if the source of 
the objection is hoping never to be 
identified because a citizen effort to 
find out who the objector is, supported 
by a number of blogs from both the 
right and the left, has so far come up 
empty. 

There has been a lot of discussion in 
the press and the blogs about whether 
the objection we heard last week con-
stitutes one of those so-called secret 
holds, which have rightly come under 
attack in recent years. Well, someone 
anonymously blocked the bill from 
being passed last Tuesday, that person 
has made no effort to resolve his or her 
concerns with us, and the Republican 
leadership will not tell us who that 
person is. Now, that is a ‘‘secret hold,’’ 
in my book. It is time for some sun-
shine here. If someone has a problem 
with this bill, he or she should step for-
ward and discuss it with us. I am hope-
ful that after a week to take a look at 
the bill, the objector will have realized 
how completely noncontroversial it is 
and will let it go through this week. 
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